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Using other words
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In the IELTS speaking test, don't worry if you forget the names of certain objects or 

professions. You can still impress the examiner by explaining what you want to say 

using other words. Study the sentences in the table below.

Type of word Examples 

Objects 

People

I don't know what you call it, but you use it to cut grass. (a 
lawnmower) 
I'm not sure what you call it, but it's used to cut grass. (a 
lawnmower) 
I can't remember the word for them, but they protect your 
eyes when you are underwater. (goggles) 

I don't know what you call this person -- it's someone who 
helps passengers on a plane. (a flight attendant) 
I don't recall the name of this profession -- it's a person who 
helps passengers on a plane. (a flight attendant) 
I've forgotten the word in English -- it's a person who helps 
passengers on a plane. (a flight attendant) 



If you want to say that you cannot remember something, you can begin with: 

• I've forgotten .... 

• I can't remember ... 

• I don't recall ... (more formal) 

If you want to say that you don't know or you are not sure about something, you 

can begin with: 

• I don't know .... 

• I'm not sure ... 



Forgetting objects 
Match the objects on the left with the functions on the right. 

Object You use it/them to ... 

1. a lawnmower a. clean the floor 
2. a mop b. cook food 
3. a stove c. cut grass 
4. a pump d. help you walk if you have a broken leg 
5. shoe laces e. inflate tires 
6. a leash f. keep a dog under control 
7. goggles g. protect your head 
8. a helmet h. see under water 
9. crutches i. tie your shoes

Pretend you have forgotten the word. Try to describe it using an expression from page 1.



Forgetting people 

Match the people on the left with what they do on the right. 

1. an astronaut a. cares for people's teeth 

2. a carpenter b. cuts down trees for a living 

3. a vet c. discusses a sporting event as it happens 

4. a newsreader d. makes films (American English: 

movies) 

5. a lumberjack e. reads the news on television 

6. a commentator f. travels into space 

7. a director g. treats animals for a living 

8. a dentist h. works with wooden objects 



A: When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew older? 

B: I wanted to be a .... I've forgotten the name of this profession -- it's a 

person who travels into space. 

A: You mean an astronaut. 

B: Yes, that's right.

Practice



Practice

Questions: 

1. When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew older? 

2. Which profession do you consider dangerous? 

3. When your dog is very sick, what do you do? 

4. What job would you like to have if you worked in television? 

5. Who is Steven Spielberg? 

6. What do you do when you have a problem with your teeth?
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